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Introduction and Prayer – Martin 

Good morning, wherever you are.  We are not gathered in the same building, but we know 
that, as we worship together, from where we are, God can hear us all. 

 
Today we are looking at a story about seeds. 
 

A Prayer: 
As faithful people, we live in the light of the risen Christ, 

who goes before us, and with us, who lightens our way, 
transforms our being, and makes all things new. 
We gather to worship him.  Amen. 

 
Hymn I have a dream 

 
Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
Known and unknown, imagined and unimaginable, 

God above us and beyond us, yet closer to us than breathing; 
God around us, and within us, 

God in whom we live and move and have our being, 
we come today seeking help for each one of us to make sense of life. 
Especially in these strange and difficult times, may we learn to see life 

as through heaven’s eyes; in the light of life eternal, to look beyond the here and now. 
 

Renew in us, O God, 
the faith that trusts in your leading and engages with your will. 

 
Gracious God, you have taught us not to judge other people, 
not to think of people as the world does. 

We know that we cannot follow your teachings unless we follow in your truth, 
and know your ways, acknowledging our own failings and wrongdoings, 

all those things that lie heavy upon us: 
unless we are sorry, and know that, in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 

Pause 
 

Bountiful God, 
we can never adequately thank you for all you, in your infinite generosity, 
have given us, but we can offer thanks: 

that you have given us the risen Christ; 
that you have poured out your Holy Spirit; 

that by your being, and by your presence, you make all things new; 
that in knowing you, our lives are transformed. 
 

We give you thanks that with you, 
from the tiniest seed and smallest word, great things will be. 

So may we be instruments of your purpose in this place and in the world. 
We ask our prayers in the name of Jesus, 
In whose words we pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  



And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

 
Readings: Nicol is going to read: 
1st Reading: 

2 Cor. 5: 6-10, 14-17; (CEV); Always be cheerful! 
As long as we are in these bodies, we are away from the Lord.  But we live by faith, not by 

what we see.  We should be cheerful, because we would rather leave these bodies and be at 
home with the Lord.  But whether we are at home with the Lord or away from him, we still 
try our best to please him.  After all, Christ will judge each of us for the good or the bad that 

we do while living in these bodies. 
 

We are ruled by Christ’s love for us.  We are certain that if one person died for everyone else, 
then all of us have died.  And Christ did die for all of us.  He died so we would no longer live 
for ourselves, but for the one who died and was raised to life for us. 

We are careful not to judge people by what they seem to be, though we once judged Christ in 
that way.  Anyone who belongs to Christ is a new person. The past is forgotten, and 

everything is new. 
Amen 

 
Hymn I hear the sound of rustling in the leaves of the trees 
 

2nd Reading:  
Mark 4:26-34 (CEV) 

A Story about Seeds 
Again Jesus said: 
God’s kingdom is like what happens when a farmer scatters seed in a field.  The farmer 

sleeps at night and is up and around during the day.  Yet the seeds keep sprouting and 
growing, and he doesn’t understand how.  It is the ground that makes the seeds sprout and 

grow into plants that produce grain.  Then when harvest season comes and the grain is ripe, 
the farmer cuts it with a sickle.  
 

Finally, Jesus said: 
What is God’s kingdom like?  What story can I use to explain it?  It is like what happens when 

a mustard seed is planted in the ground.  It is the smallest seed in all the world.  But once it 
is planted, it grows larger than any garden plant.  It even puts out branches that are big 
enough for birds to nest in its shade. 

 
Jesus used many other stories when he spoke to the people, and he taught them as much as 

they could understand.  He did not tell them anything without using stories.  But when he 
was alone with his disciples, he explained everything to them. 
Amen.  Thanks be to God 

 
Message:  

We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may 
receive what is due to us for the things done while in the body, whether good or 
bad. 

 
I expect you know the story of the minister who was describing the weeping and wailing and 

gnashing of teeth at the last judgement.  An old gentleman in the congregation muttered, “I 
dinna hae ony teeth.”  Without pausing in his flow, the minister assured him, “Teeth will be 
provided.” 

In times past, a lot of Christian preaching was about judgement and warnings about heaven 
and hell, fire and brimstone; hellfire and damnation.  The object was to frighten people out of 

their sinful ways and get them to seek the mercy of God before it was too late.  One famous 



sermon entitled “Sinners in the hands of an Angry God”. described the terrible fate awaiting 
sinners in the next world. 

 
We don’t find many mainstream preachers taking this line nowadays.  The picture of an Angry 

God seems out of keeping with what we know of Jesus Christ and his message of the Love of 
God. 
 

You can teach a dog to obey you because it is terrified not to, or because it loves you and will 
do everything it can to please you.  Maybe there’s a lesson – a parable - there. 

 
Yet Jesus often mentioned judgement in his parables: his condemnation of the man who 
failed to use the single talent; the story of Dives and Lazarus, and others.  Here we have Paul 

reminding us that “We must all stand before Christ to be judged.  Each of us will receive what 
we should get—good or bad—for the things we did in the earthly body”. (2 Cor 5:10; NCV) 

 
This worrying stuff about judgement to come might lead us to think that life in this world is 
all about meeting God’s requirements here, so that we can expect a blessed existence in the 

life to come.  These ideas are at odds with the picture of the grace of God, the proactive Love 
of God reaching to all humankind. 

 
An ethical religion like Christianity involves sanctions.  If a religion demands obedience to 

certain laws, then it follows that only those who keep these laws will be rewarded.  Yet it’s 
obvious that rewards and punishments are not correctly allocated in this life.  Why do the 
wicked prosper?  Why do good people suffer?  This suggests that judgement must take place 

after this life is ended. 
 

If we are indeed to face judgement for what we do in this world, what form is it to take?  At 
the end of his parable about the sheep and goats, Jesus tells us: 
“And these [the condemned] will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 

eternal life.’ (Matt. 25:46): 
 

Justice can be retributive or remedial: punishment, or a cure.  The Greek word used here 
for punishment originally meant pruning trees to make them better and more productive, so 
clearly the justice that Jesus has in mind is intended to restore us to the right ways, to bring 

about social reform, so that his kingdom may come on earth, bringing an end to poverty and 
the exploitation of the many by the few. 

 
John tells us: God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him. (John 3:17, NIV). 

Jesus says: I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world. (John 12: 47, NIV). 
 

Paul warns us that there is to be a day of reckoning.  When will it happen? 
The early church expected Jesus to return at any time, even within their own lifetimes.  It has 
not happened yet, and after nearly 2000 years we have lost that sense of urgency and 

expectation.  We should remember that Jesus himself said, “about that day or hour no one 
knows.” 

 
Official Protestant doctrine goes back to the Westminster Confession of 1647, which suggests 
that Judgement will take place either “at the end of the age”, or at the “second coming of 

Christ”, or at the death of the individual”.  The Bible provides evidence to support all of these 
suggestions, and lots of people do believe in each.  I leave you to choose.   

 
Whether you believe that Judgement will come at the end of the age, or when Christ returns, 
or on an individual basis at death, all of these suggest that it will be some time in the future. 

 



But John’s Gospel tells us that Judgement for each and every one of us is the moment of 
confrontation with Christ – a continuous process.  Our destiny is settled in the here and now 

by our reaction to Jesus Christ.  Jesus says: 
Truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me, has eternal life, 

and does not come under judgement, but has passed from death to life.  (John 5:24; NRSVA)  
 
Jesus Christ is not a figure of the distant past.  Jesus is the ever-present Word of God, with a 

message for every one of us, a message that demands a decision for him, or against him. 
 

Throughout his writing, Paul insists that salvation comes through the grace of God alone.  We 
can’t achieve salvation by our own efforts.  We are justified by grace through faith: saved by 
grace, not by works.  But – and here comes the crunch – that doesn’t mean that we don’t 

have to try.  James tells us: “Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” 
(James 2:17) 

 
We are part of the worldwide Church, the family of God that began in Palestine, small as a 
mustard seed, and yet has room in it for every nation in the world.  We are saved by grace 

for works.  Saved by the grace of a loving God who reaches out to us in love and 
forgiveness beyond all that we could ever expect or deserve.  The down side is that we have 

to be equally concerned about the people around us who are having a bad time.  We must 
not pass by on the other side of the road, or ignore the Lazarus at our gates.  Paul tells us we 

must all stand before Christ to be judged.  Each of us will receive what we should get—good 
or bad—for the things we did in the earthly body. 
 

That doesn’t mean that we should live our life in the hope of a reward in the next world – pie 
in the sky when we die - we can’t earn a reward by good works alone.  We depend on the 

grace of God. 
 
At the end of it all, the only accolade worth having is the invitation, 

“Well done, good and faithful servant!”  Come and share your master’s joy.” 
Amen.  SDG. 

 
Hymn 645 I'm not ashamed to own my Lord 
 

Prayer for Others and Blessing 
Eternal God, 

ever-present, visible and yet invisible, 
God of rich and poor, of the powerful and of the vulnerable, 
we pray for the world and its people. 

 
We pray for the leaders of the G7 nations meeting in Cornwall: 

for the people they govern; for peoples of other nations whom they can support, 
and for the world they can protect through their decisions. 
May wisdom be planted, generosity grow, and co-operation flourish. 

 
We pray for all the nations of the world as they continue to tackle the Covid pandemic, 

confront environmental issues, and reach out to communities crippled by need 
 by war and by natural disasters. 
We pray for all affected by disease of any kind; 

all who are waiting for results of hospital tests, or for news of loved ones; 
for all in financial difficulties because of restrictions, or for any other reason. 

 
We pray for the church in this place and around the world 
as we seek to serve those around us, to reach out to those in trouble, 

and to share the gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 

We pray for people whose work and care is hidden:  



those whose jobs go unnoticed, but keep our communities going;  
for those whose caring is unseen, as they seek to protect the vulnerable, 

as they work quietly and persistently for justice, that their efforts may be brought to success. 
 

In quietness we bring those unspoken things that are heavy on our hearts today. 
 
Pause … 

 
In bringing these prayers, O God, 

we know that we must walk and work hand in hand with you, to bring them to fruition. 
 
We trust our prayers, our loving and our living, to your almighty and eternal presence. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 

Let us go out into the world, 
taking with us the love and the power of the risen Christ; 
taking with us the grace of God, 

and the fellowship that comes from being a disciple of Jesus. 
Stay safe in the way of Christ, 

and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be with you, and remain with you,  
now and always. Amen. 
 

 


